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THE NORWEGIAN EXPEDITION TO 
TIRICH MIR, 1950 

BY ARNE NAESS 

A paper read at the Alpine Club on December 4, I950 

T is a great pleasure and honour for me to visit your Club to-day. 
There is no Alpine club that has had a more intimate connection 
with Norwegian alpinism, and British mountaineering has moulded 

our own ideals of climbing. It is true that the old Norwegian pre
ference for rock-climbing, which already was noticeable when Slingsby 
visited our country, is still making itself felt. But Norwegian and 
British philosophy of climbing is one and the same, it seems to me, and 
on this point I can speak on behalf of all climbers in Norway. 

Before 1949 Norwegian climbers only once engaged in a major alpine 
expedition to Asia. In October 1907 two climbers, C. W. Rubenson 
and I. Monrad Aas made an attempt to climb Kabru, but had to turn 
within 200 ft. of the summit.1 Since that time we have always dis
cussed the possibility of new expeditions to Himalaya, and I dare say 
we have at least studied the available literature very closely. 

During the winter of 1948-49 two of us, Arne Randers Heen and 
myself, prepared ourselves for a small expedition to the Himalayas or 
adjacent mountains, and The Norsk Tindeklub (the Norwegian Alpine 
Club) invited Eric Shipton to come and partake in the discussion where 
to go. He strongly suggested Tirich Mir, a mountain that already had 
been heartily recommended by our specialist in Afghan languages, 
Professor Morgenstierne. From Major Foskettwe received along letter 
explaining how to reach this formidable mountain. He also hinted 
that there was a south-east ridge which might prove practicable. We 
accordingly made our plans for a reconnaissance of that and adjacent 
ridges. 

Pakistan authorities, including many British officers, were very helpful, 
· and on July 10, 1949, Randers Heen and myself left the last inhabited 

region south-east of Tirich Mir, the Barum village, about 8,ooo ft. 
above sea-level. The following fortnight was spent in reaching a 
point somewhat above 21,ooo ft. 

Unhappily we had trouble with the porters even before reaching the 
mountain, and from about 13,ooo ft. we carried our 350 pound equip
ment alone, by marching back and forth between the 5 camps, the 
highest camp being at rg,ooo ft. It had been said that if Tirich Mir 
were ever conquered, it would not be with porters from Chitral. Porter 
trouble was expected. 

At this point, let me say a few words about Tirich Mir itself. 
Between Kunar (or Chitral) river and the Oxus, a formidable system 
1 See A.J. 24, pp. 310 etseq. 
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of mountain ridges stretches westwards from about so miles north
west of Rakaposhi. It is sometimes called the Hindu Kush Range 
proper, in contrast with a roughly parallel system of ridges south of the 
Kunar River, the Hindu Raj Range. For ISO miles the system north 
of Kunar steadily increases in height from east to west and culminates 
with Tirich Mir, which according to the latest and most detailed maps 
is a twin peak, the '¥est summit of which is zs,263 ft., and the eastern 
2 s ,2 3 7. Further west the mountains are much lovver, thus making 
Tirich stand out magnificently as a glittering fairy castle, towering 
2o,ooo ft. above the valley of Chitral. No wonder it created a jungle 
of mythology in the minds of the tiny creatures living within sight of it. 

Tirich lies far away from the main tracks of Himalaya worshippers 
and this partly explains why so few expeditions have started out to 
reach its summit. 

Survey of India officers in I 928 and I 929 made strenuous efforts to 
reach summits suitable for triangulation in the neighbourhood of Tirich 
Mir. All such summits were higher than zo,ooo ft. and after vigorous 
attacks, they had to give in. The Records of the Survey of India 
include detailed and therefore highly important reports about weather 
conditions in those years. 1 

Less than I o miles north of Tirich there is a big mountain called 
Istoro-Nal (24,27I ft. high) on vvhich an attempt was made by Major 
Dutton, Captains Burn, Coldstream and Culverwell. Culverwell had 
much experience of climbing in the Alps. He and a porter went up 
a snow gully and struck the summit ridge at an altitude of about 
20,000 ft. 

Six years later, two British officers, D. Hunt and R. J. Lawder, 
made a daring attempt to climb Istoro-Nal. They reached a point a 
few hundred feet from the very summit.2 

In I93S members of the predominantly scientific German expedition 
to Hindu Kush made an attempt to reach the summit pyramid of 
Tirich Mir from the south.3 It is not quite clear where they turned 
back. They believed they had reached 19,000 ft., and reported that 
they reached a deep and steep discontinuity of the ridge, barring the 
approach to the central pyramid.2 

In 1939 Smeaton, Miller and Richard Orgill decided to make a 
reconnaissance and to ' have a shot at Tirich if everything went well '
as they put it.4 They managed to get some experienced Sherpas into 
Chitral, something not practicable after the war, and, like the Germans, 
they attacked the Tirich massif from the south, from the Owir Glacier. 
They went up to the ridge between the Dargol Glacier and the South 
Barum Glacier and struck the ridge just above our Camp 5, between 

1 R ecords of the Sur-vey of India, vol. 25, passim. 
2 See A.J. 48, pp. I 18 et seq. 
3 Deutsche in Hindukush. Berlin, 1937. 
4 Unhappily, no report is published about this fine expedition which had to 

give up because of a major avalanche the outbreak of the Second World War. 
The short account in this paper is based on a personal letter from Smeaton 
written in November 1950. 

-
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Little Tirich and 8-Glacier Peak.5 Everything went well until they 
reached the top of S-Glacier Peak, ea. 22,ooo ft. From here one has 
an impressive view of the South Ridge. But the ridge connecting the 
S-Glacier Peak makes a steep and disappointing drop down . to the 
broadS-Glacier Col, and looking across the Col, at the South Shoulder, 
it looks very steep, maybe deceptively steep and uncompromising. The 
party decided to turn back because they thought they would not have 
sufficient rope and pitons to make a fixed rope arrangement in order to 
secure the steep route. Back in Base Camp, news of the World War 
made a definitive return necessary. 

This information about the I939 expedition I received only a -vveek 
ago, and as nothing has yet been published about it, I am glad to be 
able to turn your attention to this fine attempt, which, had the World 
War avalanche not pushed the attackers back to England, might very 
well have succeeded. . 

After the war, climbers of many countries had Tirich Mir in mind, 
and in the autumn ~f I949, Captain Campbell Secord, on a visit to 
Norway, told us about an English-Swiss plan to try Tirich in I950. 
They had not heard of our attempt the same year. The British gener
ously insisted on our priority and modified their plans. We were de
termined to let at least five Norwegians get experience in high mountain 
climbing, and this would -have made a joint expedition too bulky. 

Let me stress at this point that we in Norway sincerely hope that 
next time Himalayan adventures are discussed, British and Norwegians 
may join forces. All our traditions are such that we would feel this a 
great privilege. 

Returning to I 949, I shall briefly mention what the small party that 
year learned about Tirich Mir. · 

On July I I we started up the South Barum Glacier, the snout of 
which is at about I0,5oo ft. Above a formidable icefall, c. Io miles 
from the snout, the glacier meets the central pyramid of Tirich Mir at 
nearly I8,ooo ft. On the west side of the glacier there is a formidable 
ridge with two peaks vvhich we called Little Tirich, marked 20,969 on 
the map, and S-Glacier Peak, about 22,000 ft. high. The east side of 
the glacier is flanked by the steep walls of the South-east ridge leading 
to the eastern summit of Tirich. 

From the glacier the lower parts of South-east ridge look impractic
able because of their steepness. We therefore did not even try to reach 
it, but instead made an attack on an S-shaped side glacier, which we 
have termed the 8-Glacier, leading up to the ridge vvest of the South 
Barum Glacier, just where the main South ridge of Tirich begins at 
ea. 2I,5oo ft. The weather was fine and very steady, but lack of time 
made us neglect acclimatisation principles. It would be dishonest to 
pretend that our heavy transport activities from morning till night did 
not interfere with our ability to enjoy the grand scenery. 

5 There is evidence that they were mistaken in their estimates . A picture 
which they thought 'vas a picture of South Barum Glacier is probably a vie'v 
of Owir Glacier. · 
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Wide crevasses from one side of the S-Glacier to the other made it 
necessary to traverse towards the west a rocky point straight beneath 
the summit of the S-Glacier Peak.6 rfhe crevasses did not in them
selves cause difficulties which could prevent an expedition from reach
ing the South ridge of Tirich, but in the middle part of the 8-Glacier 
tremendous ice-towers seemed to be very unstable, and on both sides 
there vvere hanging glaciers, from -vvh.ich ice avalanches might start at any 
moment. Curiously enough, no avalanches -vvere seen that year on the 
S-Glacier, -vvhereas there were big ones roaring do-vvn the steep main 
precipices of Tirich Mir, the east \valls of Little Tirich and the S- Glacier 
Peak, every couple of hours. 

Snow conditions were favourable. We experienced the charac
teristic cone-ridged snow in steep places between 15,ooo and 19,ooo ft., 
and the stable, very deep light snow above 19,000. This decreased the 
probabiHty of snow avalanches. 

O.ur conclusion about the S-Glacier was that, except under such 
favourable snow conditions, it would be too dangerous for a large ex
pedition r~quiring several crossings at the most exposed places. 

The next days we established a camp just belo\V the South-east ridge. 
To our great astonishment the z,ooo ft. of steep rocks and snow gullies 
leading up to the ridge at about 2o,ooo ft. were rather easily climbed. 
It was delight~ul to use our hands in solid rock scrambling instead of 
having to do with ·bottomless snow dunes. On July 27 the ridge was 
reached and climbed upwards sufficiently far to make it plausible that 
an ascent by the South-east ridge would be practicable. I-Iaving only 
two days more at our disposal, no attempt was made to establish camps 
on the ridge. 

Back in Norway we could report that under the weather conditions 
of 1949, with uninterrupted sunshine on the slopes between 15,ooo and 
2 I ,ooo ft., and with only slight showers of snow higher up, a major 
expedition to Tirich Mir would have a greater chance of con1plete 
success than any expedition to other peal~s of comparable beauty and 
size. On the other hand, there was a small but very real chance of 
corn plete disaster. 

Stable, beautiful weather like that of July 1949, with the resulting 
avalanche-proof snovv, must inevitably make climbers unduly opti
mistic. It favours fast climbing, dangerous but convenient camp sites, 
neglect of precautions. If a major snow storm suddenly breaks loose, 
disaster is much more 1ikely to occur than under average conditions. . 

It was quite clear from the Reports of the Indian Survey and from 
other reliable sources about weather conditions, that whereas June and 
July could show remarkably long periods of stable, beautiful \Veather, 
these months sometimes showed predominance of sno\vstorms and mists 
at high altitudes. Before we arrived on the scene, at the beginning -of 
June in 1949, there had been a tremendous four days' snowstorm which 

6 The main motive of this reconnaissance on the slopes of S-glacier Peak 'vas 
to inspect the South ridge from various profile angles. Smeaton stood directly 
in front of it, and as he himself suggests, it probably looked deceptively steep. 

• 
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covered even the hot valleys with snow, and delayed ripening of fruit for 
a fortnight later than usual. The great mass of snow in the mountains 
in July that year was explained as being mainly due to that single storm. 

Comparing the South-east ridge and the S-Glacier, it could not be 
doubted that the former was the safer. In all other respects the 
S-Glacier route was preferable. Our conclusion was that a major 
expedition \Vould have to give priority to the South-east ridge. And if 
neither this ridge nor the S-Glacier proved practicable another year, 
what then ? Were there still other possibilities to reach the summit ? 

There was, indeed, a 'third possibility, an alluring, superbly elegant 
short-cut leading from the lower S-Glacier directly to the main summit 
'Via the upper South ridge. To make an attempt was a temptation 
nearly impossible to resist. In planning a major expedition, it was 
better to forget about it, however, because just that third possibility or 
' third route ' as we called it would be extremely dangerous in case 
of a blizzard. · 

In Oslo an expedition sponsored by the Norwegian Alpine Club and 
the Norwegian Geographical Society was prepared during wintertime 
1949-50. Time was short and we could not try out equipment on an 
adequate scale. Of the minor improvements which might interest you, 
I might mention a white spirit stove with a very big pump and, of course, 
a set of mouth pieces suitable for different heights. It was easily 
pumped and burnt well at 26,o:>:> ft. in the vacuum chamber at our dis
posal and proved to be very convenient on the mountain. Painstaking 
spectrographic and other studies were m1de to get the best possible 
cream to protect the skin against the sun, which we of course hoped 
would be as perm1nently visible as in I949· The cream proved to be 
excellent. . 

The Tindeklub and the Geografisk Selskab picked out selected 
members of the team, five of whom were climbers, namely Henry 
Berg (27), Hans Chr. Bugge (4o), Per Kvernberg (32), Fridtjov Vogt 
Lorentzen (4I) and myself (38). Unfortunately, some of our younger 
and highly qualified colleagues had died during the war this accounts 
for the somewhat high average age <?f the team. Randers-Heen, who 
in I949 experienced severe high altitude troubles, probably largely due 
to lack of rest, was 43, and did not come with us in I 9 5o. 

Two young scientists were picked out, Finn Jorstad (27), a geologist 
and glaciologist, and Per Wendelbo ( 22 ), a botanist. 

As photographers, Rasmus Breistein and Arild Nybakken came with 
us, the latter to 2 I ,ooo ft.. A I 6 mm. film camera was carried to the 
summit. 

The enthusiastic Pakistani rock climber and hunter, Professor Abdul 
I-Iamid Beg of Lahore was invited to join us as liaison officer, and 
Captain Tony Streather of the Chitral Scouts, who already in I949 had 
offered his servic~s, was invited as a guest and transport specialist in 
Chitral. Radio specialists ·were sent by the Chitral Government to 
equip a sender at I I ,ooo ft. for emergency purposes one of the many 
tokens of generous interest shown by the Pakistan authorities. I 
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There was, naturally, no enthusiasm for the post of responsible 
leader. I accepted it, but leaned heavily on the work of others, 
especially on Bugge, who was appointed vice-leader, and who took over 
some of the responsibilities. 

It was considered indispensable to have a doctor. Fortunately, we 
had a climber who was a doctor and a specialist in aviation medicine, 
the before-mentioned Dr. Lorentzen. 

On May 27, I950, the expedition left by air, 3~ tons of equipment 
having been sent already by sea. On June I I we could touch the snout 
of the South Barum Glacier, and on the 27th we established our ad
vanced base camp at the top plateau of the glacier, ea. I7,8oo ft., near 
the spot where we had our Camp 4 in I949· The glacier offered no 
serious obstacles. A huge icefall just below the advanced base camp was 
climbable, thanks to a very narrow path of snow on its eastern corner. 

Unfortunately many of us had undermined our health in the hot 
climate before reaching the mountains and had serious stomach 
troubles. We felt like 'veaklings, seeing how well Professor Beg and 
Captain Streather could stand the heat, how they ate the most remark
able things, and sometimes even enjoyed the sun that terrific sun 
which caused us pains even as high up as 23,ooo ft. 

It had as mentioned been prophesied that if Tirich Mir were 
ever climbed, it would not be done with Chitral porters. And, it must 
be admitted, a large part of the total energy spent on the expedition 
was spent on porter problems. The porters cannot be blamed. They 
were inexperienced and the glacier was tough and dangerous. Just like 
Lawder, we had three Hunza porters to stiffen up the Chitrali, and just 
like Lawder we can report that they were not as good as the best 
Chitrali. One, who was a veteran from the German Nanga Parbat 
expedition, had been one of Lawder's porters, but must even in I935 
have been rather old. 

On June 29, the South-east ridge was inspected and found to be 
in a rather bad shape compared to conditions in I949· There was still 
too much snow to let us reach and follow the ridge by fairly easy 
scrambling. It vvas clear both from I 949 and from this reconnaissance, 
that conditions are better the less snow there is on the ridge. It was 
therefore found justifiable to give up temporarily the first possibility, 
the South-east attack, at least until later in July. 

These days in Camp 4 were exciting because of ice avalanches which 
fell from the hanging glaciers and three times levelled one or more of 
our tents to the ground. What we experienced was, however, only the 
storm raised by the avalanches. In I949 Camp site 4 was on the debris 
of a gigantic avalanche which must have swept straight across the South 
Barum glacier. No possible camp site would apparently quite be 
beyond the reach of such exceptional phenomena. The brief storms 
created by the falling ice masses scattered small pieces of ice, I 0-3 o 
pounds of weight, all over the main glacier.. It seems that these pieces 
were carried or rolled along the flat glacier surface by air pressure, but 
I am not sure. You may be able to instruct me about this. 
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Camp 5, at .Ig,ooo ft., was established on July 3, and the recon-
naissance of the upper S-Glacier ·started. It was soon found that, 
whereas in 1949 ice-towers and hanging glaciers only threatened to send 
avalanches along the possible routes leading ·up the steepest part of the 
glacier, the spirit of the glacier this year was much more lively and 
actually sent down thundering masses of ice until it was clear that 
every square inch of the steepest part. must be expected t~ be swept by 
avalanches at least once a day. This was too much, considering the 
necessity of having continuous transports from Camp 5 to the South 
ridge and considering that fresh snow might appreciably increase the 
risk of snow avalanches along the concave glacier. The depressing 
conclusion was that the S-Glacier· would have to be given up. 

This was a .critical stage of the expedition. Both ridges flanking 
South Barum Glacier had disappointed us and we faced the conclusion 
that we would have to try a more direct way up the walls of the Tirich 
pyramid itself. · 

But this was also the moment that justified a consideration of the 
third possibility alluded to, the highly tempting short-cut to the summit 
of Tirich Mir. -. 

As seen from Camp 5 and from the upperS-Glacier, a delicate, small . 
snow ridge or protruding snowy rib stands out from the summit walls 
of Tirich and looks highly attractive, especially· as viewed from the 
surroundings of Camp 5· It seems very easy to climb at least as high 
up ~s 21 ,ooo ft. From there on it seems necessary to make a formidable 
traverse of a steep, but very smooth, glacier covering the main wall of 
Tirich. Then ther~ is a last very steep, partly rocky, climb to the 
upper part of the South ridge at 23,000 or may be 2J,JOO ft. 

Should we decide to try it? In stable ~veather, and with the sooth
ing experience of the avalanche-proof cone ridge snow, it is nearly im.
possible to resist the feeling that the third route is the ideal short-cut to 
the summit. But if the \veather changed, and we got a real blizzard 
above 21,o6o ft. or, even worse, on the summit ridge, then complete 
disaster would threaten. The traverse and, even more, the decisive 
climb up to the summit ridge· is highly exposed to snow ava~anches. 
And as the storm would come from the west or north-west, enormous 
masses of snow would certainly be swept across the very broad summit 
ridge and fall dow.n upon the smooth and steep flanks we had to traverse. 
In :view of signs of change of weather, it might be practicable to make 
a rapid descent to Camp 5 at 1g,ooo ft. from even as high as 24,ooo ft., 
but I felt sure that if we got that high up no mt.re possibilities of a storm 
would make us refrain from making an attempt at the summit. We 
would simply be too eager and also too much fed up with hard work at 
low~r levels to be able to take mere possibilities seriously. High up, 
only a real storm could halt us, and then it would be too late. 

On. July 6, Bugge and myself went up the first part of the third 
route, but we were met at 2o,ooo ft. with a step of 200 ft. on the sharp 
snow edg.e. The snow reached the waistlin~. It was possible to swim 
on the surface a yard or two, We were then, however, not always able 

• 
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to find the very narrow ice underneath the snow, and we tended to slip 
out on one side or the other, both of ' vhich were extremely steep. Even· 
in the European mountains such a place indicates danger of avalanche. 

As I had the ultimate responsibility and was also the one who had 
studied all the weather reports of previous expeditio11:s, I decided nqt 
to withdraw my recommendation to abandon the third route. How
ever, the decision of the others to inspect the route once more was 
sound, and in case they came to the opinion that the risk should be 
taken, I was prepared to fall in with them, the responsibility then being 
shared by all. 

The next day was one of the most cheering we had on our whole 
journey. Together with Captain Streather I went up some very steep 
rocks between S-Glacier and the third route. It was astonishing how 
rock climbing at zo,ooo ft. with heavy armpulls, proved less fatiguing 
than plodding in deep snow. Captain Streather, who had never ex
perienced a climb like this, proved to have exceptionally strong nerves. 
He eagerly wished to come with us to the summit, and it was clear that 
his steady nerves could to some degree make good his lack of climbing 

• experience. . . 
The main party arrived heavily laden with ropes, ice-axes, crampons, 

ice-bolts and snow-shoes at the foot of the zoo ft. step. Kvernberg 
suggested and tried out a curious technique. With the snow-shoes 
attached in an unconventional way to his feet, and with one ice axe in 
each hand a kind of swimming manoeuvre brought him up the 200 ft. 
1'his critical place was then secured by fixed ropes. 

It was decided in high spirits that an attempt to reach the summit 
by the third route should be made the next day. Down in Camp 4 we 
already had drawn lots as to who should make the first attempt . Berg 
and Kvernberg were the lucky winners. 

On July 8 Camp 6 was established at ea. 20,500 ft. As it was 
at the tip of a hanging glacier, efforts were at once made to carry things 
somewhat higher, to Camp 7 at ea. 21,500 ft. 

The first day of the attack was an anticlimax. T-vvo of our four 
porters left us and only one porter, the 17-year-old Abdul I{ arim, -vvas 
really fit. All of us unhappily including Berg and K vernberg
carried too heavy loads in the deep, soft snow, and in the evening all 
were in a state of exhaustion. Bugge soon afterwards developed pneu
monia, and a strong and enthusiastic Chitral Scout who accompanied 
Streather became insane during the night. He tore the tent asunder 
and tried to throw himself and others into the abyss. He was over
powered and our doctor gave him strong injections. In view of the 
necessity of getting him down, and because of the inevitable effect 
of demoralisation on the other porters, there was no question of 
getting porters for the advanced party now on its way towards the 
South ridge. 

In the evenings we usually, if not too tired, entertained ourselves by 
reading books, but on the next evening, nature offered us entertainment 
in the form of an earthquake, which the Norwegian Seismographic 

• 
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Institute later told us had its epicentre at Tirich Mir. It caused 
hanging glaciers in the immediate neighbourhood to break up and we 
could not help believing we were being carried down an assumption 
which, I am glad to say, soon proved to be wrong. 

The advance party decided to make an attack without porters, but 
had to return two days later (July 12) because of exhaustion. Their 
loads, ·40- 50 pounds each, were too heavy in the deep, loose snow. 
Camp 8 at ea. 22,000 ft. was established, however, and they confirmed 
that the summit ridge could probably be reached without serious 
technical difficulties by the third route. 

We decided to make a second and last attempt along this route. 
Snow conditions were rapidly deteriorating. The belt of sheer ice 
expanded slowly but steadily as snow melted or evaporated, and soon 
one would have to cut steps where we had so far plodded in snow. 
There was also an increased risk of a change in the weather. In the 
latter part of July we had in 1949 seen a steady increase of winds, snow, 
and mist about the upper parts of the Tirich Mir pyramid. The 
chances of snow avalanches tended to increase. 

According to the result of our drawing lots, Bugge and I had priori
ties 3 and 4 in summit attempts. Penicillin made Bugge rapidly 
recover from his pneumonia, but he was evidently unfit for any new 
attempt. It was decided therefore that Berg should take his place. 
l\!Ieanwhile K vernberg made his plans for a rush attack. There were 
not enough porters even for two, but if Berg and I with the available 
porters slowly established camps on the central pyramid, a rush by 
K vernberg in front of the others would be justifiable from the point of 
view of safety. Thus a combination of rush and steady advance was 
tried. Streather's leave from ·military service was at an end and he 
had to get a chance at once or immediately return. It was decided that 
he should be with Berg and me. 

On July 20 the attack started from Camp 5 with three porters. In 
the afternoon Camp 7 was reached. The porters were in bad shape 
and it was not until late next day that they could be persuaded to start. 
Camp 8 was reached, however, and on July 22 a Camp 9 was established 
at ea. 23,400 ft. on the summit ridge. The three porters were this day 
persuaded to accompany us, but they were sent back to Camp 5 they 
were two Hunza porters and the young Abdul Karim. It had been our 
hope that we should at least be able to take Abdul Karim along with us 
to the summit, if not as a porter, then as a representative of his country, 
but he was exhausted . 

Kvernberg started early on the morning of July 21 and when the 
main party reached the summit ridge at 23,300 ft., we could see him a 
thousand feet higher up, having camped in the open at 23,6oo ft. that 
night. He had a chance to reach the summit that day and made good 
use of it. The summit ridge did not offer any serious technical diffi
culties but the snow was very deep and treacherous. After reaching 
some rather steep protruding ribs of rock, it was easier to gain height 
in spite of the necessity of strong armpulls. At 6.20 in the evening 
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Kvernberg reached the summit in beautiful weather after 10 hours' 
work. At 8 o'clock he rejoined us in Camp 9· 

Camp 9 was just like Camps 7 and 8 only a small snow cave, but 
we managed to make a feast with plenty of hot food. Early next morn
ing, Berg, Streather and I went up to the summit with flags and cameras, 
starting at 7 in the morning and reaching the summit at 6 in the evening. 
We were not far from getting frost-bitten, a fact only discovered later, 
as for some weeks thereafter we did not walk well , but otherwise we 
experienced no mishap. At zs,ooo ft. we enjoyed immensely in spite 
of our fatigue the wide views given by the outstanding position of our 
mountain. The Western I{arakoram were seen above the clouds, and 
the Kashmir mountains, with Nanga Parbat, were only some 150 miles 
away. To the north and north-west clouds somewhat obstructed the 
view, and an icy wind made even short glances in that direction painful, 
but it certainly made a deep impression to be able to look straight 
across Afghanistan into the Soviet Union and, being higher than any 
point in the Pamirs, at the same time to look towards the Chinese 
territory of Sinkiang. · 

A few days later we were all together in Camp 1, the beautiful camp 
at the snout of South Barum Glacier. Our scientists had been there 
and collected interesting material which will in turn be published. 

Looking back, I should like to say something which is quite obvious, 
but cannot be said too often, namely that in the success of a major 
expedition, literally hundreds of people have their share. Facing this 
audience, it is a pleasure to be able to thank our British colleagues for 
what their traditions have taught us, and for valuable advice before we 
started. On behalf of Norwegian mountaineers, I wish also to testify 
here to our debt to the generous Pakistan authorities and to British 
officers in Pakistan, including Captain Streather, who offered us 
invaluable services in our dealings with the porters. 

An account of an expedition inevitably consists mainly of descrip
tions of what its members were doing. References to the mountain 
itself are mostly made to explain details of its behaviour. Here, among 
mountaineers, I should like to affirm something with which I presume 
you all agree, namely that large scale mountain exploits are not of value 
to us climbers primarily for the opportunities of conquering great 
obstacles which they offer, but for those of arousing genuine enthusiasm 
for mountains, their grandeur and their beauty. To the mountains we 
dedicate our efforts. 
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